In the late 40's Charles
Cooper and his son John
started the Cooper Car
Company from a small
BMC garage in Surbiton,
to design and construct
racing cars.

They started with the
Cooper 500, an innovative
racer with a 500cc rear
mounted engine, and with
drivers like Stirling Moss
won many championships.
Orders flooded in from all
over the world and the
company expanded rapidly.
Cooper cars were being
raced by all of the great
front line drivers —
Brabham, McLaren,
Fangio, Hawthorn,
Salvadori, Surtees, Stewart
and Rindt,

Successful in Formula 111
and sports car racing,
Coopers went on 1o race in
Formula I1. Then in 1958,
Stirling Moss won the
Argentine Formula 1 Grand
Prix in a Cooper Climax.
Cooper Cars became the
world's largest builder of
pure-bred racing cars and
were Formula I World
Champions twice —in 1959
and 1960, The era of the
rear engined racing car,
pioneered by Coopers, was
definitely here to stay
Cooper’s Championship
winning drivers were
already using Minis as road
cars and they realised the
racing potential this little
car would have, with more
power. Cooper fitted the
Mini with a 1000cc
Formula Junior engine,
basically the same BMC A-
series unit used in the
Mini. They approached the
Chairman of BMC with the
prototype.

Initially unsure of selling
the 1,000 cars needed to
be made to qualify the
model for racing, BMC
eventually went on to
produce 150,000 Mini
Coopers,

The Mini Cooper was
successful in many forms
of saloon car racing and
rallying and production
lasted until 1971,
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In the mid 1980’s the
Mini Cooper began to
regain popularity with a
new generation of
enthusiasts, mainly
from Japan.

Rover Japan were keen to
capitalise on this interest
and commissioned John
Cooper to build a new
1275¢c Mini Cooper.

The completed car was
sent 1o Japan, meeting
with immediate approval,
Rover GB however were
not convinced the time
was right to reintroduce
the little legend.

Japan now looked to us
for 1000¢cc tuning kits for
Mini Mayfairs etc. These
were sent to Japan in
elaborate wooden boxes
and over 1,500 were sold.
Prompted by this success
Rover met with John and
Mike Cooper to discuss
the supplying of UK and
European Markets with
the Cooper Conversion
Kits. Rover extensively
tested the conversion and
gave full backing and
warranty for the project. A
Special Edition Series the
‘Mini Racing’ was
launched by Rover to
further give the Mini the
‘Cooper’ look, our kit
featuring as an optional
extra available through all
Rover Dealers.

The next step was the
return of the 1275¢¢ Mini
Cooper. First in
carburettor form in 1990
— the car became an
instant success. At this
time John Cooper
launched the 'S' Pack to
compliment the new
Cooper. The 1.3 injection
Cooper followed, fitted
with a 3 way cat to keep
up with modern
emissions. It conformed
perfectly and of course the
‘Si" pack was produced to
give this car an extra
hoost.

The story continues
with the new 1997 Mini
Cooper S now available
direct from John
Cooper.

See next spread for
details
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